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Up at Jacket2, with thanks to Jerome Rothenberg, is an essay by poet, visual artist, and
visual poet, David-Baptiste Chirot. Chirot recollects his childhood and the objects that
filled this time, from discarded pieces of metal from his grandfather's steamfitter's
construction site to the bric-à-brac hauled out of his family's house to junkyard vehicles.
The entry into the essay is framed by a quote from Charles Baudelaire's The Painter of
Modern Life. Chirot writes:

In The Painter of Modern Life, Baudelaire writes: “But genius is nothing more nor less than childhood
recovered at will … consider … (the artist) … as a man-child, as a man who is never for a moment
without the genius of childhood — a genius for which no aspect of life has become stale.”

I’m leaving genius out of this, it’s childhood recovered that keeps fresh the story of one’s artist life in
working with what childhood discovered.

One of the early and great revelations for Chirot was his discovery of a crow's nest and its
implications for collage. More:

One of the greatest events of all was finding a large crow’s nest lying in the road running along the
edges of a forest, blown down by winds signaling a coming storm. The roomy interior was lined with
strips of foil, bright cigarette packets, shiny coins, bits of glass, fragments of cloth, buttons, ticket
stubs, wiring, chips of plastic and china, shreds of garish newspaper ads, and most startling of all, the
crowning jewel, a Dinky Toy luxury car intact nestled among woven dried grasses and glittering junk.
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