


TREES HAVE LIFE

1.
Katsumahtauta says to Jaime de Angulo,

“Trees have life, rocks have life, mountains, water... The stones talk

to each other just as we do, and the trees, the mountains talk to each other.
You can hear them sometimes if you pay close attention, especially at night,
outside.”

This is not an idea to study. It is not an idea at all. You live in a world where trees,
rocks, animals, creeks and springs, craggy mountains speak; or you don’t.

When the mountains talk to one another, is it that they too have a heart for mystery?
At night go to them. Go to the winter hills. Crouch in a stand of pines. The wind has
gone quiet. The life force of plants withdraws inwards for winter. The needles, the
branches, the cones. They breathe. They gesture. Each pine bristles

with intelligence.

Not thinking, not dreaming...
intelligence...

2.

What’s the botany book say

of trees at night?

They exhale oxygen.

We stand without words in the North Woods
awake as they sleep

The great bear rotates above.

Moon, my love, breathing

we breathe to each other,

a forest of words: moonlight stirring the air
27 degrees the air has not stirred

The pines move

they move in a great

council

around us.
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